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Arizona
SOURCE: Arizona Administrative Code, Title 18, Environmental Quality, Chapter 11. Department of
Environmental Quality, Article 1. Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters, amended effective March
8, 2002: http://www.sosaz.com/public_services/Title_18/18-11.htm 

R18-11-101. Definitions
The terms of this Article shall have the following meanings:

7. “Aquatic and wildlife ( cold water )” means the use of a surface water by animals, plants, or other
cold-water organisms, generally occurring at elevations greater than 5000 feet, for habitation,
growth, or propagation.

8. "Aquatic and wildlife (effluent dependent water)" means the use of an effluent dependent water by
animals, plants, or other organisms for habitation, growth, or propagation. 

9. "Aquatic and wildlife (ephemeral)" means the use of an ephemeral water by animals, plants, or other
organisms, excluding fish, for habitation, growth, or propagation. 

10. “Aquatic and wildlife ( warm water )” means the use of a surface water by animals, plants, or other
warm-water organisms, generally occurring at elevations less than 5000 feet, for habitation, growth,
or propagation.

22. “Ephemeral water” means a surface water that has a channel that is at all times above the water
table and that flows only in direct response to precipitation.

26. "Fish consumption" means the use of a surface water by humans for harvesting aquatic organisms
for consumption. Harvestable aquatic organisms include, but are not limited to, fish, clams, turtles,
crayfish, and frogs.

44. "Unique water" means a surface water which has been classified as an outstanding state resource
water by the Director under R18-11-112. 

R18-11-108. Narrative Water Quality Standards
A. A surface water shall be free from pollutants in amounts or combinations that:

1. Settle to form bottom deposits that inhibit or prohibit the habitation, growth, or propagation of
aquatic life or that impair recreational uses; 

5. Are toxic to humans, animals, plants, or other organisms; 
6. Cause the growth of algae or aquatic plants that inhibit or prohibit the habitation, growth, or

propagation of other aquatic life or that impair recreational uses; 
         
R18-11-112. Unique Waters

D. The Director may classify a surface water as a unique water upon finding that the surface water is
an outstanding state resource water based upon the following criteria:

a. The surface water is a perennial water;
b. The surface water is in a free-flowing condition.  For purposes of this subsection, “in a free-

flowing condition” means that a surface water does not have an impoundment, diversion,
channelization, rip-rapping or other bank armor, or another hydrological modification within
the reach nominated for unique water classification;

c. The surface water has good water quality.  For purposes of this subsection, “good water
quality” means that the surface water has water quality that meets or exceeds applicable
surface water quality standards.  A surface water that is listed as impaired under § 303(d)
of the Clean Water Act [ 33 U.S.C. § 1313 ] is ineligible for unique waters classification; and

d. The surface water meets one or both of the following conditions:
e. The surface water is of exceptional recreational or ecological significance because of

its unique attributes, including but not limited to, attributes related to the geology, flora,
fauna, water quality, aesthetic values, or the wilderness characteristics of the surface
water.
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f. Threatened or endangered species are known to be associated with the surface water
and the existing water quality is essential to the maintenance and propagation of a
threatened or endangered species or the surface water provides critical habitat for a
threatened or endangered species.  Endangered or threatened species are identified in
“Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants,” 50 CFR § 17.11 and § 17.12 (
revised as of October 1, 2000)  which is incorporated by reference and on file with the
Department and the Office of the Secretary of State.  This incorporation by reference
contains no future editions or amendments.


